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II f^hJ' 381 *' *°^y now "> ^e faithless critic cries, 

With sneering lip, and wise, world-knowing eyes, 

" To dream of peace amidst a world in arms, 

Of swords to plowshares changed by scriptural charms ; 

Still shall the glory and the pomp of war 

Along: their trains the shouting millions draw. 

Still dusty Labor to the passing Brave 

His cap shall doff, and Beauty's kerchief wave ; 

Still shall the bard to Valor turn his song, 

Still Hero-worship kneel before the Strong, 

And Church for State, and State for Church shall fight, 

And both agree that Might alone is right ! " 

Despite of sneers like these, O faithful few, 

Who dare to hold God's word and witness true, 

Still keep the path which duty bids you tread, 

'I hough worldly wisdom shake the cautious head ; 

No truth from heaven descends upon our sphere 

Without the greeting of the skeptic's sneer ; 

Still lives for earth, which fiends so long have trod, 

The great hope resting on the truth of God, — 

Evil shall cease, and violence pass away, 

And the tired world breathe free through a long Sabbath day. 

John G. Whither. 
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Work for the New Year. 

As another year opens, all those who are devoted 
to the cause of peace will be asking themselves how 
they may do most efficient service in its promotion. 
What is there new that can be done ? How can the 
old principles be turned into fresh statements suited 
to the momentous needs of the hour? These ques- 
tions we cannot answer for others. Every live 
worker will find his own way of answering them as 
new occasions make new demands upon him. 

It will be helpful to all to remember that in peace 
work, as in all other work for the transformation of 
the world, we must be both theoretical and practi- 
cal — intensely and thoroughly both these. The at- 
tempt to be the one without the other is to court 
failure from the start. 

War is a great evil, a stupendous iniquity. Peace 
is the divinest of blessings, the loftiest of virtues. 
The principles and dispositions out of which war 



springs, as well as the barbarous deeds of war, must 
be declared wrong in the most emphatic way ; 
those which lead to peace and loving mutual service 
must be painted in the most living colors as worthy 
of the highest devotion. This must be done whether 
there is any war in sight or not. Peace talk of 
this kind is not mere rhetoric, not mere sentimental 
gush ; it is the declaration of truth, and declaration 
of truth in the broadest general way, even in the 
most oft-repeated phrases and resolutions, lies at the 
foundation of all reform and progress. 

Men who have no strong general convictions on 
any question, no ideas and theories which they can- 
not help trying to utter, even when there seems no 
immediate demand, will never do anything practical 
unless "jammed " by the crowd into so doing. The 
want of such convictions is the reason why so many 
people's apparent principles are so often hastily 
abandoned when there is the least danger that they 
will be practically tested. In reality, they have no 
principles on the subject, and are pulled about in 
any and every direction by the whims of expe- 
diency. 

Too much importance, therefore, cannot be at- 
tached to the theoretical and ideal side of peace 
work. We have little respect either for the intelli- 
gence or the moral soundness of those who berate 
such workers as unpractical visionaries. Visionaries 
are the men who start the world up and keep it 
going, and there is no higher business than telling 
visions. Good men cannot "take the world as it 
is." They cannot be practical in that sense, and 
the cry against them, "be practical," is often nothing 
more than the expression of a wish to let things 
alone in their low and wicked course. So let the 
friends of peace everywhere keep on decrying war 
and uttering, in the closet and on the house-top, the 
great truths of brotherhood and peace which have 
been proclaimed so often during the century soon to 



22 



THE ADVOCATE OP PEACE. 



January, 



CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

American Peace Society. 

Abticle I. This Society shall be designated the "Amebic an 
Peace Society." 

Abt. II. This Society, being founded on the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Abt. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and goodwill towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Abt. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Abt. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Abt. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 
behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Abt. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Abt. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Abt. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board of Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurers report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Abt. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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